REFERENCING PRIMARY DOCUMENTS  ON A DBQ

1. Rule:  Documents give clarity to ideas.  Documents are NOT the source of ideas.  When writing a DBQ, you should always pre-write before studying the documents. This will ensure the essay reflects YOUR ideas; not a summary of the documents.

2. Avoid quoting any documents in your essay.  Quoting takes time and indicates a dependence on the documents for your ideas.  As a result, your essay will lack originality.  Besides, graders of the AP exam are trained to skim past quotations when reading.

3. Diversify referencing techniques: 

· Parenthetically reference a document at the end of a sentence. (Ex. [Doc A])  Avoid referencing multiple documents as a group at the end of a paragraph. (Ex. [Docs A, E, G])

· Reference the author.  Ex. It was natural for colonial leaders like George Washington to fear international involvement in the 1790s … (Doc A).

· Reference the content of a document by paraphrasing.  AP graders are aware of the documents and can spot a paraphrased reference.

· Remember your writing frames.  Spread document references over an entire paragraph.  Always follow a document reference with supporting outside SFI and statements of analyses.

· It is permissible to reference more than one document in support of a single main idea.  However, avoid referencing more than three documents per paragraph.  Over-referencing in a paragraph is a sign of document dependence. 

· Avoid referencing documents in a topic sentence.  The job of a document reference is to support (not to be) the topic sentence.

