Domestic and Foreign Presidential Policies in the 20th Century


	PRESIDENT
	DOMESTIC
	FOREIGN

	T. Roosevelt
	Square Deal

Trust-busting; railroad regulation (Elkins Act); consumer protection (The Jungle, Meat Inspection Act, Pure Food & Drug Act); conservation 

Otherwise known as the three C’s: corporation, consumer, conservation
	Big Stick

Acquisition of Panama Canal (Hay-Bunau-Varilla and Hay-Pauncefote Treaties); Roosevelt Corollary; Russo-Japanese War (Nobel Peace Prize); Gentleman’s Agreement; Great White Fleet; Root-Takahira Agreement 

	Taft
	Progressivism

Attempted to continue TR’s policies, but alienated many with his numerous trust busts, the (high) Payne-Aldrich Tariff, and conservation issues
	Dollar Diplomacy

A mild expansionist policy that meant to promote American trade by encouraging the development of U.S. businesses aboard; China; Central America-Nicaragua

	Wilson
	New Freedom

Limit big business and big gov.; end corruption and revive small business competition; attacked “triple wall of privilege”: tariffs (Underwood Tariff), banking (Federal Reserve Act), trusts (Clayton Antitrust Act) 
	Moral Diplomacy

Righting past wrongs- opposed to imperialism; Philippines; Puerto Rico; Panama Canal (repealed U.S. exemption from canal tolls); negotiated conciliation treaties; later 14-Points and the Treaty of Versailles

	Harding, Coolidge, Hoover
	Big Business

Very hands-off government policies, allowing businesses to expand and creating a never-before-seen consumer culture. Resulted in boom… and then bust.
	Isolationism

After WWI, U.S. became very isolationist, constructing pacts such as the Kellogg-Briand Treaty and raising tariffs, damaging the European economy; Red Scare/Palmer Raids

	F.D. Roosevelt
	New Deal

Attempted to combat Great Depression with socialist-like policies to serve the three R’s: relief for the unemployed (TVA, WPA, etc.), recovery for the economy, reform of economic institutions (Bank Holiday)
	Good Neighbor Policy (and Neutrality)

Noninterventionist course in Latin America following Great Depression; Neutrality Acts; “quarantine” speech; cash-carry; destroyers-for-bases; lend-lease

	Truman
	Fair Deal

Emphasized full employment; post-war prosperity; civil rights; national health care; funds for public education and housing (conservative Congress blocked majority of legislation)
	Containment

Policy meant to “contain” Soviet Communism across the world; Truman Doctrine; Marshall Plan; Berlin Airlift; Korean Conflict; Second Red Scare/McCarthyism 

	Eisenhower
	Dynamic Conservatism

Emphasized delegation of authority; balanced budget; expanded Social Security; advocated interstate highway system. Although not a supporter of Civil Rights, Eisenhower backed the Supreme Court in their decision in Brown v. Board of Education.
	Brinkmanship/Massive Retaliation

By increasing military spending and developing stronger weapons, Eisenhower hoped to increase pressure on potential enemies. However, this created worldwide “brushfires” and heavy reliance on covert action; Eisenhower Doctrine applied to the Middle East.

	Kennedy
	New Frontier

Called for aid to education, federal support of health care, urban renewal, 

and civil rights. However, most of the legislation was stalled in Congress. 
	Flexible Response

Reduced the risk of using nuclear weapons by increasing spending on conventional arms and special forces. The admin. also created the Alliance for Progress program in Latin America but faced serious issues in Cuba.


	L.B. Johnson
	Great Society

Expanded Kennedy’s plan and modeled after New Deal. Advocated civil rights, the war on poverty, health care, education funding, and immigration reform.

Also known as the 5 Ps: peace, prosperity, anti-poverty, prudence, progress.
	Vietnam War

Following the Tonkin Gulf Resolution, LBJ escalated troop presence in Vietnam. Search-and-destroy tactics failed to qualm the Viet Cong as controversy in the U.S.

	Nixon
	New Federalism/Southern Strategy

Attempts to reform the welfare system and return responsibility to the state and local levels. This platform influenced Reagan’s social conservatism. 
	“Vietnamization”/Détente

Plan to prepare the South Vietnamese to conduct the war themselves while withdrawing U.S. troops (and sending them to Cambodia). Détente reduced Cold War tensions between the U.S., U.S.S.R., and China. 

	Carter
	Economic/Energy Reform

Carter inherited a growing inflation rate, but attempts at conserving oil and revitalizing the coal industry, along with high interest rates, caused the American standard of living to decline for the first time since WWII. His “Malaise” speech, in which he questioned American’s morals, hurt his popularity.
	Human Rights Diplomacy

Cut off U.S. aid to countries that violated human rights; created a new, fairer Panama Canal Treaty; and even negotiated a peace settlement between Israel and Egypt (Camp David Accords, 1978). However, U.S.-Soviet relations worsened after the Afghanistan invasion and Iran hostage crisis. 

	Reagan
	Reagan Revolution/Reaganomics

Belief in “voodoo” economics (supply-side, similar to trickle-down theory) temporarily helped economy’s downturn. Reagan helped establish a conservative Court, which limited affirmative action and abortion rights.


	Military Buildup

Instead of spending on social programs, the admin. spent millions on new weapons and technology. This renewed the Cold War, and also created problems in the Western Hemisphere (ex. Iran-Contra affair).


