
UNITED STATES POLITICAL PARTIES
The US constitution set up a no-party system because early leaders feared or distrusted political parties.   No sooner had the constitution gone into effect in 1789 however, than parties began to form from loosely knit groups with similar beliefs.
Federalists   (1789 - 1800)


Anti-Federalists   (1789)

Led by Alexander Hamilton and James Madison.

Led by Thomas Jefferson.  Feared strong centralized government.

Believed in strong centralized government.  Advocated high
Believed in an agrarian-based (Utopic) government where individual 

protective tariffs and a strong National Bank.  Wanted to
rights and the power of state legislatures was protected.  Encouraged  

protect US industries (mostly in New England) and stimulate
education and attracted farmers, frontiersmen, and those opposed to 


increased  tax dollars for a shaky, post-Revolution US

centralized authority.

economy.















Democratic-Republicans  (Jeffersonian Republicans)   (1790 - 1828)




Epitomized by James Monroe and Henry Clay - Grew out of Anti-Federalist philosophies. 





 Favored states’ rights and  liberalized voting laws.  Attracted Southerners,  farmers, workers

and all who distrusted New England business interests.  Party was only major party from 

about  1816-1828 (after Federalists ceased to win elections even at the state level)  when 

businesses and other groups looked for another umbrella.  Favored Clay’s American System.


National Republicans   (1828 - 1832)

Democratic Party    (1828 - today)
Epitomized by John Quincy Adams


Epitomized at different times by Andrew Jackson, James Polk, and FDR.

Formed by Northern business interests and others who

Becomes umbrella for farmers, immigrants, and those who favored states’ rights.

didn’t like populist views of the Democratic-


Strong in South, Demo party falls on hard times during Civil War when Northerners

Republicans.




regard it as the “party of treason”.  Gradually, the party rebuilds national strength

especially in cities among workers and immigrants.  The Democratic Party in the 1930s 

will come to be associated with New Deal (socialist welfare?) legislation.

 



Anti-Masonic Party   (1832)
Ultra democratic party.  Opposed election caucuses (“King Caucus”) by

Whigs   (1832 - 1856)









state legislatures.  Also opposed the then common practice of national

Epitomized by Generals Zachary Taylor and Winfield Scott



 


parties and politics supporting their members in various lucrative industries

Succeeded the unpopular National Republican party and eventually






with contracts and protective tariffs.  Called for a greater role of the people

was unpopular itself.  Party tried to include everyone who didn’t






in politics.  First party to hold a national convention.




like populist views of Jackson.  Split up and ended when Southern 

planters and Northern blocks could not agree on slavery issue.  Besides, 

there were new parties for the anti-slavery people: the Free-Soil and 

Republican parties.

Free-Soil Party   (1848 - 1860)
Favored  the Wilmot Proviso and opposed the spread of slavery from where

it presently existed.  Party was composed of Abolitionists.  Reached wider

appeal with call for internal improvements and homesteads for settlers.  Was

unable to compromise on its one foundational platform (slavery) and therefore

lost its appeal by the end of the 1850s

Republican Party   (1854 - today)
Epitomized by Abraham Lincoln, US Grant, and later, Dwight D. Eisenhower.








Becomes umbrella for all opposed to slavery and those unhappy with the Whigs 

and Democrats.  Civil War and Reconstruction polices make it unpopular in 

South but it gains strength in West and North as the party that preserved the union.  

In the 1870's, Republicans became associated with civil service corruption and

scandal, and in the 1950's, with big business and economic prosperity.


Republican Party - cont’d



Democratic Party - cont’d

 









Greenback Labor Party (1870s)
Born of the Depression of 1873.  Call by  farmers unable to repay debts incurred

 








during the prosperous post civil war years to print additional paper money.  “Cheap money” 

would cause inflation,  raise farm prices, and allow for easy repayment of debts.  Also 

encouraged unlimited coinage of silver.  Maintained popularity throughout the 19th century

despite passage of the Resumption Act of 1875 and the Bland-Allison Act of 1878.











Dixiecrat Party (1948 – 1972)
Formally known as the States' Rights Democratic Party, were disturbed by the South’s declining influence within the national Democratic Party. The roots of the Dixiecrat revolt lay in opposition to the New Deal policies, particularly the pro-labor reforms introduced by the Fair Labor Standards Act and the Wagner Act. The more immediate impetus for the movement, however, was President Harry Truman's civil rights program. The Dixiecrats' platform under Strom Thurmond in 1948 opposed federal anti-lynching and anti-poll tax legislation as well as a permanent Fair Employment Practices Commission and pledged to uphold segregation and promote white supremacy. 
         



Populist Party (1896 - 1904)
Led by William Jennings Bryan, Mary Elizabeth Lease, and James Weaver.  Rose from the Farmers’ Alliances in the 1880's which claimed that big business monopolized public industries for their own private gain and ruined the common man.  Members of the Populist Party included farmers and other indebted workers who wanted 1) strict governmental control of interstate trade and the trust.  Such control would include ownership of the telegraph, telephone, and railroad industries;  2) a graduated income tax and 3) the free and unlimited coinage of silver at a ratio of 16:1 in order to repay their debts.  



Socialist Party (1904-1924)
Headed by Eugene V. Debs beginning in 1904 during the Progressive era.  Called for government action to protect labor and urban conditions.   Although a socialist candidate was never elected  president, the party’s platforms were popular and forced many elected officials to make progressive reforms.  The Socialist party continues to call for an end to the exploitation of all workers and an economy based on human rights rather than property rights.

Bull Moose Party  (1912 - 1916)
Also called the Progressive Party.   TR self-servingly believed that Taft had not proper

ly carried out the Roosevelt Corollary nor his anti-trust policy.  TR was the first and only

 







Bull Moose candidate for president.  Their disagreements split the Republican ticket in

 







the election of 1912 and allowed for Woodrow Wilson to be elected President.

Reform Party  (1990s)
Began in 1992 with Ross Perot and his “United We Stand” program.  Since then, the Reform Party has grown in popularity among those in America dissatisfied with traditional two-party politics.  Among its many platforms are improved ethical standards in government, a balanced budget, campaign finance reform, term limits for members of congress, a revised tax system, universal health care, and a revision of the rules governing lobbyists.

Republican Party today



Democratic Party today

Basic Platform:




Basic Platform:


- Smaller Federal Government


- Significant Federal presence

- Greater states rights



- Higher federal taxes (especially on wealthy individuals and corporations.)
- Less Taxes 



- Significant social services spending like universal health care

- Less social services spending


- Limited military spending

- Greater military spending


- Pro labor rights

- Pro business

- Limited Labor rights











Tea Party












?
