Vocabulary Chapter 41: Reagan’s Conservative Resurgence

1. Moral Majority - An evangelical Christian group from the 1980s that was created to fight against the liberal ideas and politics in the 60's. It was the "right-wing," conservative group largely responsible for the election of Ronald Reagan.
2. Neoconservatives - Influential group of thinkers who supported Ronald Regan. They took tough anti-Soviet positions in foreign policy and championed free-market capitalism and a smaller federal government. They questioned liberal forms of welfare programs and affirmative action policies of the 60s and encouraged traditional values, individualism, and the centrality of the family.
3. Supply-side economics- Name given to Ronald Reagan’s type of economic programs. It involved, among other things, tax cuts that would hopefully spur investments. Supply-side economics has proven very controversial and promoted greater bipartisanship in Washington.
4. Strategic Defense Initiative- Regan's proposed high-tech, anti-nuclear missile, defense system. Nicknamed "Star Wars", it was largely used to intimidate Gorbachev and the Soviet Union. 
5. Glasnost/Perestroika- Soviet policies of openness (Glasnost) and democratic/capitalist reforms (perestroika) under the Gorbachev administration.  They signaled a less hard-line stance by the communist party, a move toward the US, and the end of the Cold War.
6. Iran-contra Affair- Presidential scandal.  Reagan used funds from illegal weapons sales to Iran to fight a war (not declared by congress) in Nicaragua. Reagan’s activities were exposed in a senate hearing, but he was not convicted. Others like Oliver North were.
7. The Brady Bill- Named after James Brady, cabinet member under Ronald Reagan, who was shot during an assassination attempt on the President.  The law restricts the sale of certain weapons to certain individuals after a background check is made. Some claim the law infringes on the 2nd amendment.
8. Contract with America- Contract with America was a document released during the 1994 Congressional election campaign by the United States Republican Party. It detailed the actions that the Republicans would take upon becoming the majority party in Congress, including limiting the power of congress, limiting US involvement in the United Nations, and cutting spending on welfare programs. While the Republican Party won the elections, the “contract” was very controversial with Americans and again made Washington more bipartisan.
9. Graying Revolution- Sociological phenomenon stating that as a population, America is getting older.  This is largely due to the Baby Boom generation now entering their senior citizen years.  The result is this generation is putting new and specific demands on social services like Medicare.
10. Affirmative Action- programs designed to encourage employers to hire minorities and women in the workforce, eliminate racism in hiring process, and improve the lives of impoverished minorities in America. The programs were opposed by many as examples of reverse discrimination.
